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FICTION OUTLINE

TITLE

PLOT: (What kind of increasing conflict will lead to a more satisfactory resolution?  Character needs to be directly involved in the resolution.  Think cause-and-effect chain of events)

1. POINT OF VIEW (1st or 3rd – through which characters’ perceptions?)

2. SETTING


3. TIME

4. PACE AND STYLE

5. THEME (What’s the main point?  What basic truth is illustrated through your main character’s actions?)

6. ONE SENTENCE SUM-UP (Hint: Use the word “struggles”)

7. WHAT IF…?  (brainstorm!)

8. MAJOR DRAMATIC QUESTION: (MDQ can be answered with yes or no and must be implied or stated in first chapter)

9. TENSION (Increase tension with each chapter)

10. CONFLICT (Think inner and outer conflict)

11. PARADOXES (Example:  victory/loss) 

12. PLOT:  (A series of incidents or scenes – complications – that develop the story as the main character is trying to get what he/she needs.  Each obstacle brings main character closer to realization.  First chapter should be the Hook Chapter and contain somewhere, very clearly, the MDQ sentence)

13. COMPLICATIONS/OBSTACLES:  (Series of actions.  Each has attack, rise to climax, and resolution.  Each minor dramatic question points to the MDQ.  Organize complications so that they progress to higher intensity.

14. CLIMAX/CRISIS:  (MDQ has been answered yes or no.  Have resolution of major plot resolved first, then resolve the subplot.  Also, start with #2 (subplot) and end with #2.  Make the ending the inverse of  beginning.)

15. MAIN CHARACTER:

I am:

What is your function?

What is your secret?

I’m the kind of person who…

What action shows you completely?

What do you want to be when you grow up?

What is your greatest flaw or fault?

How do you feel about other characters in the story?

16. OTHER CHARACTERS:  (Repeat for each character)

Name:

Thumbnail sketch:

What do you need that relates clearly to the conflict?

What action shows you completely?

What is your function?

What is your secret?

I’m the kind of person who…

What is your greatest flaw?

Name:

Thumbnail sketch:

What do you need that relates clearly to the conflict?

What action shows you completely?

What is your function?

What is your secret?

I’m the kind of person who…

What is your greatest flaw?

Name:

Thumbnail sketch:

What do you need that relates clearly to the conflict?

What action shows you completely?

What is your function?

What is your secret?

I’m the kind of person who…

What is your greatest flaw?

Name:

Thumbnail sketch:

What do you need that relates clearly to the conflict?

What action shows you completely?

What is your function?

What is your secret?

I’m the kind of person who…

What is your greatest flaw?

Name:

Thumbnail sketch:

What do you need that relates clearly to the conflict?

What action shows you completely?

What is your function?

What is your secret?

I’m the kind of person who…

What is your greatest flaw?

17. CHAPTER THOUGHTS:  (Chapter 1 must have MDQ stated clearly)

18. CHAPTER OUTLINE: )Write a brief paragraph of each chapter for quick overview)

19. TIME SEQUENCE:  (Actual order of events chronologically)

