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Picture Books 

The Alley Cat’s Meow. Ill. Jon 

Goodell. 2002. Rhyming text 

describes the romantic meeting 

of an oh-so-cool cat and a pretty 

kitty.  

The Bat Jamboree. Ill. Melissa 

Sweet. 1996.  Every year a troupe of 55 buoyant 

bats comes up with 10 fabulous acts to entertain an 

enthusiastic audience.  

Bats Around the Clock. Ill. Melissa Sweet. 2000. 

Click Dark hosts a special 12-hour program of 

American Batstand, where the bats rock and roll 

until the midnight hour ends.  

Bats on Parade. Ill. Melissa Sweet. 1999. The 

Marching Bat Band makes an     

appearance, with its members 

grouped in formations that demon-

strate multiplication from one times 

one up to ten times ten.  

Bayou Lullaby. Ill. Neil Waldman. 

1995. A colorful  Cajun goodnight poem to a 

“bayou gal.”  

Brand-New Baby Blues. Ill. Kelly Murphy. 2010. 

When a new baby wears her old pajamas, sleeps in 

her old bed, and seems to get all her parents’ atten-

tion, a girl’s bound to sing the blues.  

Bubba and Beau, Best Friends. 2002. Ill. Arthur  

Howard. Bubba, a brand new Texas baby, and 

Beau, a brand new Texas puppy, are best friends 

with a nose for adventure.  

The Underneath. Ill. David 

Small. 2008. An abandoned 

calico cat is befriended by a 

hound dog, who urges her to 

raise her kittens underneath the 

porch of his owner’s house, 

where they will be safe.  

Young Adult Fiction 

Kissing Tennessee and Other Stories from the 

Stardust Dance. 2000. Graduating eighth graders 

relate the stories of love and heartbreak that have 

brought them to Dogwood Junior High’s magical 

Stardust Dance.  

Non-Fiction 

Down Cut Shin Creek: The Pack Horse Librari-

ans of Kentucky. With Jeanne Canella Schmitzer. 

2001. Tells the story of the Works Progress Ad-

ministration’s Pack Horse Libraries Project, which 

delivered reading materials to the backwoods of 

Kentucky during the Great Depression.  

Miss Lady Bird’s Wildflowers. Ill. 

Joy Fisher Hein. 2005. Tells the 

heartwarming story of how Lady Bird 

Johnson shared her love of wildflow-

ers with the nation when her husband, 

Lyndon Johnson, became president.  

My Father’s Summers: A Daughter’s Memoir. 

2004. Appelt’s prose-poem memoir of coming-of-

age in Houston, Texas, directed to her absentee 

father.  

Poetry 

Just People and Other Poems for Young Readers 

& Paper/Pen/Poem: A Young Writer’s Way to 

Begin: Poems and Invitations. Ill. Kenneth Ap-

pelt. 1997.  Two books in one: first, a collection of 

poetry for use with middle- to upper-aged readers; 

second, Appelt  offers suggestions for the young 

writer.  

Poems from Homeroom: A Writer’s Place to 

Start. 2002. A collection of original poems and 

creative writing exercises that will inspire teens to 

write about their own lives.  



Bubba and Beau Go Night-Night. Ill. Arthur 

Howard. 2003. Bubba and Beau are best friends 

who love to go bye-bye. But when the sun goes 

down, are  those two ready for bed? No siree, 

Bob!   

Bubba and Beau Meet the Relatives. Ill. Arthur 

Howard. 2004. It’s hugs and kisses and froufrou 

galore when a surprise visit from the relatives   

conjures up a lot of wit and humor.  

Bubbles, Bubbles. Ill. Fumi Kosaka. 2001. A two-

year-old approaches daily experiences, such as 

bath time, with playful exuberance.  

Cowboy Dreams. Ill. Barry Root. 1999. A little 

cowpoke is lulled to sleep by dreams of the sights 

and sounds of the Western landscape at night.  

Elephants Aloft. Ill. Keith Baker. 1993. Two 

young elephants travel from 

the cities of India to the 

plains of Africa by hot air 

balloon. The story, told only 

in prepositions, is carried by 

the exuberant illustrations. 

I See the Moon. Ill. Debra 

Reid Jenkins. 1997. An original lullaby adapted 

from a well-known nursery 

rhyme poetically     describes a 

child falling asleep, secure in 

the belief that God is watching 

over her.   

Incredible Me! Ill. G. Brian 

Karas. 2003. An exuberant young girl celebrates all 

the special qualities that make her‒and each indi-

vidual‒unique.  

Merry Christmas, Merry Crow. Ill. Jon Goodell. 

2005. A clever crow creates out of useless trash a 

beautiful Christmas tree that everyone can treasure.  

Oh My Baby, Little One. Ill. Jane Dyer. 2000.      

A mother explains to her child all the ways her 

love remains even while she’s away.  

Piggies in a Polka. Ill. LeUyen Pham. 2003. It’s 

the pigs’ yearly hootenanny, and their barn dance 

includes a piggy roundelay and a piggy mosh pit.  

Rain Dance. Ill. Emilie Chollat. 2001. A counting 

book features evocative verbs and a cast of animal 

characters dancing through a summer shower.  

A Red Wagon Year. Ill. Laura McGee Kvasnosky. 

1996. Enjoy the seasons‒and learn the months of 

the year‒in the happy company of six young      

children, two dogs, and a trusty red wagon.  

Someone’s Come to Our House. Ill. Nancy Car-

penter. 1999. Members of a family celebrate the 

arrival of a new baby.  

The Thunderherd. Ill. Elizabeth 

Sayles. 1996. A lone mustang 

races a thunderstorm across the 

grassy  prairie.  

Toddler Two-Step. Ill. Ward 

Schumaker. 2000. They’re up, 

they’re walking, and now they’re dancing too!   

Perfect for toddlers who can’t sit still. 

Watermelon Day. Ill. Dale Gottlieb. 1996. There’s 

a watermelon growing in the corner of the patch 

where the fence posts meet, and Jesse is waiting 

until it is ready for her family’s annual Watermelon 

Day.  

Where, Where is Swamp Bear?  Ill. Megan Halsey. 

2002. Can anyone help Pierre find the shy swamp 

bear? She’s sure to be somewhere close by!   

Juvenile Fiction 

Keeper. Ill. August Hall. 2010. 

On a day when everything goes 

wrong, a young girl relies on the 

magic of the blue moon to turn 

things around. 

The True Blue Scouts of Sugar 

Man Swamp. 2013. Twelve-

year-old Chap Brayburn, the an-

cient Sugar Man, and raccoon-

brother Swamp Scouts Bingo 

and J’miah try to save Bayou 

Tourterelle from feral pigs, a 

greedy land developer, and  a 

world-class alligator-wrestler.  


